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Can you complete  
the Three Coracle 

Challenge?

There are 3 challenges in total: 

Where in the World? 

How to make a coracle? 

The Shed of Curiosities

The Old  
Coracle  
Shed

Eusty, Harry and Tommy were 
all coracle makers.  

Harry was Eusty’s father and 
Tommy was Eusty’s grandfather. 

They all lived in Ironbridge. 

Many of the objects you will 
see today came from Eusty’s 
shed down by the Iron Bridge.

←



Did you know?

Harry Rogers had pet  
foxes and he always  

called them ‘ Billy’!

What would you call 
your pet?

Harry Rogers and Billy

...........................................................

............................................................



CHALLENGE 1: 
WHERE IN THE 

WORLD?



........................
ACTIVITY 3:  
There are lots of different coracles on 
display here at the New Coracle Shed.

Everytime we count them we find some 
more! 

How many can you count? 
Add your score into the calculator.

Add your  
score here!

The Ironbridge Coracle  
is a small  

round boat! 

Did you know?

 ACTIVITY 2: 

Press the green button!
Harry  
Rogers 

WATCH HARRY 

ROGERS  

FISHING IN 

 A CORACLE

ACTIVITY 1: The Ironbridge Coracle is traditionally painted with black 
waterproof paint called bitumen and it’s basket is traditionally green.   
Can you find one on display and draw it here:



Did you know...

Coracle makers recommend 
making a coracle with a 
flatter base not a very 

round base.

Can you think of 3 words  
to describe how it feels  
in a coracle?

1...............................................

2...............................................

3...............................................

Is it easy or difficult to 
climb in a coracle?

Do you think it would  
be relaxing or tiring?

Why?

Coracles have been 

used in Ironbridge for 

hundreds of years.

They were used for  

fishing, transport  

and poaching...                                    

Pre
te

nd to
 paddle 

do
wn the river

Did you know...

What coracle difficulty rating would  
you give trying to navigate the river?

Answer.........................................................
Press the 
 button

ACTIVITY 4:

Which is easier?  
To paddle down river with  

the flow or up river against  
the flow? Why?

Answer.........................................................
.......................................................................

SIT IN A 

     CORACLE!
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BOYNE

TOWY

TEIFI

D
EE

SEV
ER

N
ironbridge

Coracles have been  
used in GB for  

over 2000 years  
and are still  
used today.

CORACLES 
OF  

Great  
Britain

River.................................

River.................................

River.......
.........

.........
........

River.................................

River.................................

River..............................
...

Can you think of the reasons  
why the coracle design might be 

slightly different in each area?

Coracles in Great Britain  
are named after the  

places they were made.

Can you find the  
coracles on display  
and name the rivers  

on the map?

ACTIVITY 6:

DID YOU KNOW?

SPEY

←

DID YOU KNOW?

IRELAND

SCOTLAND

ENGLAND

WALESTe
ifi

 C
or

ac
le

Boyne Coracle

Coracle

To
w

y

Ironbridge Coracle

Dee Coracle

Spey Cora
cle



CHALLENGE 2: 
HOW DO YOU  

MAKE A CORACLE?

Watch the 
video on our website or 
in The New Coracle Shed.

www.ironbridgecoracles.org
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LOOK UP, LOOK DOWN, LOOK ALL AROUND!

LINK THE  

CORACLES  

TO THE  

MATERIALS

WHAT ARE
  

CORA
CLES  

MADE OF?

Prehistoric  
style coracle with
 hazel framework

 and hide covering 
made by Eusty.

Ironbridge  
coracle made  

from ash laths.

Example of coiled 
basketry used in 

Iraqi coracles.

Traditional woven split 
bamboo mat  over a 

bamboo frame. 
An Indian Parisal.

Hide

Willow

Ash

Hazel

Bamboo

Reeds

Woven willow 
framework 

covered in hide. 
A Boyne coracle.

The Teifi coracle  
has a framework  

of cleft willow.
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CHALLENGE 3: 
THE SHED OF 
CURIOSITIES

To the river



How many tools can you  
spot in the coracle shed?

How long will it take 
to find them? 

Time yourself! Brace for drilling wood.

Plane for shaving 
wood to make it flat.

Tacks for joining wood.

Two man saw for  
cutting wood.

Harness oil for  
softening leather.

Pillar drill for drilling  
wood and metal.

ti
ck

 t
ic

k t
ick...

can you find any more tools?

ACTIVITY 1



A darning mushroom
 to help you mend

 your clothes. 

People would always
 mend their clothes
 rather than throw

 them away.

A sundial for telling  
the time.

Look carefully and you  
can see the numbers

 stamped on the 
 frame.

An ice skating blade.

Did you know ...  
the River Severn has  

frozen over in the  
last 100 years.

Can you see an  
object used to  
tether a fiesty  

bull?

Can you  
find these 
mystery  
objects? 

                                                                                                                               

C
an

 y
ou

 fin
d a snake?

Can you find a m
onkey?              

M

YSTERY
O

BJ
ECTS

CLUE

CLUE

CLUE

ACTIVITY 2



Why don’t 
you ... 

watch the sad 
story of Annie  

the Witch?

Inside the old coracle  
shed were strange  
puppets and  
mechanical  
models.  

Can you find  
the puppets  

and models on  
display today?

These flew across the  
river on a high wire  

from one bank to  
the other.

ACTIVITY 3: PUPPETS

ROLL UP! 

       
   ROLL UP!

The two ferrymen  
floated on the river. 
The flow of the river  
turned their paddle  

wheel and made  
them hammer.

←



If 
yo

u 
co

ul
d 

cr
ea

te
 a

 s
he

d 
w

ith
 lo

ts
 o

f o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

  
pi

ct
ur

es
 to

 te
ll y

ou
r s

to
ry

 a
nd

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
yo

ur
 lif

e 
 

to
da

y 
w

ha
t w

ou
ld

 y
ou

 in
cl

ud
e?

Th
e.

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...
Sh

ed
.

W
o

ul
d 

y
o

u 
in

cl
ud

e
 a

ny
  

‘m
y

st
e

ry
’ 

o
bj

e
ct

s?

Im
a

g
in

e
  

so
m

e
o

ne
 l

o
o

ki
ng

  
in

 y
o

ur
 s

he
d 

in
  

5
0

 y
e

a
rs

 t
im

e
..

. 
 

W
ha

t w
ou

ld
 y

ou
 in

cl
ud

e 
so

  
th

ey
 c

ou
ld

 fi
nd

 o
ut

 a
bo

ut
  

ev
er

yd
ay

 lif
e?

T
hi

nk
 a

bo
ut

 w
ha

t 

y
o

u 
e

nj
o

y
 d

o
in

g
?

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 4
:

D
o 

yo
u 

lik
e 

m
ak

in
g 

th
in

gs
? 

D
o 

yo
u 

pl
ay

 s
po

rt
? 

 
D

o 
yo

u 
lik

e 
lis

te
ni

ng
 to

 m
us

ic
?

W
ha

t w
ou

ld
  

th
ey

 b
e?

D
R

A
W

 Y
O

U
R

 S
H

ED
 H

ER
E



The
Coracle 

Challenge

Name:......................................................

You have completed :
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